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LOVE LIVES HERE.

UPDATES
We have some new faces
bringing fresh perspectives
on campus!

EVENTS
The '22 - '23 school year is well
underway and we wasted no
time stepping into ministry!

STUDENT
SPOTLIGHT
UC Students are being
impacted by what God is
doing at Catholic Bearcat.

FALL 
REFLECTION
The Harvest by Fr. Komo



Born and raised in Wilmington, OH
to a loving family and 3 sisters. He's
currently in his 5th year of
formation with the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati. If he's not doing pull-
ups outside of the parish office you
can find him drinking pour-over
coffee or at Paul Brown stadium
cheering on the Bengals. 

Chris Finneman 
Campus Minister 

UPDATES

Born and raised in Fargo, ND, Chris
studied at the University of Mary in
Bismarck, ND and moved to Ohio in
2017. For the past 5 years he served
as a missionary with Damascus
Catholic Mission Campus in
Columbus. He loves coffee, music,
graphic design, traveling, and the
Cincinnati Bengals. 

Adam Lewis 
Seminarian Intern 

She's back! After a brief hiatus working for a
national organization that supports campus
ministry, Lara Gigandet missed the Catholic Bearcat
students and the mission. She's back and more
committed than ever to help U.C students grow in
their relationships with Jesus and His Church. For
any development questions you can reach her at
(513)900-0979 or development@catholicbearcat.com.  

Lara Gigandet
Director of Development

mailto:development@catholicbearcat.com
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show on campus

 uc welcome week2022

This year's Welcome Week was a blast!
The campus ministry team and the
missionaries got on campus every day to
invite incoming freshman to join the
Catholic Bearcat family! 

The week was filled with drive in movies
in the parish parking lot, glow-in-the-
dark yard games, Chi Rho (our new
Catholic Bearcat night), parking lot
parties, and more! 

It was an absolute joy to meet new
students. We even formed relationships
with some international students and
students interested in starting RCIA to
become Catholic!

It already feels like family here at
Catholic Bearcat and we're all so excited
to continue to grow closer to God, each
other, and have fun while we're doing it! 

This October we'll be having our first
ever Fall Retreat and we're so excited for
the underclassmen who've signed up. Pray
for them as they make the decision to
follow Christ! 



"the greatest of all
is love." 
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

There aren't enough words in the dictionary to
describe what being a Catholic Bearcat means
to me.  My time here at UC has been built on a
foundation of fellowship, faith, and love.  

So, let's start with fellowship. Being a Catholic
Bearcat means having a community where each
person exemplifies the Father's love.  Men who
are excellent brothers, lead and women who are
gentle and vulnerable sisters, support. 
 Invitations to be a part of this community
come left and right, and every student is given
the opportunity to find a home away from
home. 

The second foundation would be faith. I have
been blessed to have such wonderful and holy
priests that I not only can call "Father" but  
 "friend." As students, we are so blessed to have
Fr. Ethan and Fr. Komo as examples here on
this campus as authentic and holy men living
their lives in Vocation to bring more souls to
the Church and more hearts to heaven.
 
 

 

Lastly, love… "the greatest of all is love." (1 Cor. 13:13). 1 John 4:16 says, "God is love, and whoever lives
in love, lives in God, and God in him." I genuinely say this from the bottom of my heart. My heart
blazes for every soul's evangelization, reformation, redemption, and goodness. Catholic Bearcat
sticks to this—Love. Lives. Here. I desire nothing more than for others to feel welcome and loved
here. Whether Catholic, Christian, or any other religion, background, belief system, tradition, etc.,
Catholic Bearcat welcomes all. Love received, and love returned. The goal is to love well. 

These three foundations are the three things that I have learned being part of Catholic Bearcat. This
community, this Church—all encapsulate the essence of the Father's goodness. There is a new
generation of saints on its way... some are already here. What a gift it is to be a Catholic Bearcat!



We have this year the largest freshman class that the University of Cincinnati has ever
seen.  Paired with the winding down of the intensity of the pandemic, we have had full
crowds of students on campus at our events and in our own Catholic Center.  But there are
so many that we have not yet reached.  In fact, almost every day Fr. Ethan and I hear or
talk about someone who is on our campus we haven't even met yet.  Throughout the past
weeks, we have been reflecting on the second reading from the Office of Readings, which is
taken from a homily given by St. Augustine on being a pastor.  It is this following section
that has been especially on my mind recently:

An excerpt from St. Augustine’s sermon “On Pastors”
                  

In college, students are eager to try new things, make sense of the world, gain new friends
and new skills.  All, on a deeper level, are searching and trying to find the answers to basic
human questions: Who am I? What is my place in the world?  What kind of life will make
me happy, on a profound level?  It is to these questions that only Jesus has the answer -
actually, He is the answer.  As St. John Paul II said at World Youth Day in the year 2000,
“It is Jesus in fact that you seek when you dream of happiness. He is waiting for you when
nothing else you find satisfies you.”  It is an encounter with Jesus and a life with Jesus that
we, as the pastors of the University of Cincinnati, are pursuing with all of our efforts.
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FALL REFLECTION

Matthew 9:36-37
The Harvest

When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion for them,
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few.

The shepherd seeks out the straying sheep, but because they have wandered 
away and are lost they say they are not ours. “Why do you want us? Why do you 
seek us?” they ask, as if their straying and being lost were not the very reason for 
our wanting them and seeking them out. “If I am straying,” he says, “if I am lost, 
why do you want me?” You are straying, that is why I wish to recall you. You 
have been lost, I wish to find you. “But I wish to stray,” he says; “I wish to be
lost.” So you wish to stray and be lost? How much better that I do not also wish
this. Certainly, I dare say, I am unwelcome. But I listen to the Apostle, “Preach
the word; insist upon it, welcome and unwelcome.” … However unwelcome, I
dare to say: “You wish to stray, you wish to be lost; but I do not want this.”



Another year.
Another chance to spread the Gospel.

I've been in ministry to varying
degrees for about a decade now. I've
seen a lot and I've done a lot, but I
haven't ever seen a college ministry
quite like Catholic Bearcat. When I
stepped into the role of Campus
Minister this past summer, I learned
something new about this community
and its amazing members just about
every day, and it truly impressed me. 
Catholic Bearcat, as we know it today,
stands on years of student leadership,
hunger for knowledge of God, and rich
community. It's undergone massive
transformation in the last two years
and none of it would be possible
without the people that call this place
home. 

So, what is our vision for the future of
Catholic Bearcat?

Going forward, we will continue to be
a people who are vehemently
committed to the Sacramental life of
the Church and developing that same
life within our students. We will be a
people completely faithful to the
Church and of all the gifts of faith She
gives us. We will be uncompromising
in the mission of evangelization on the
University of Cincinnati campus, and
we will be a people of radical love and
compassion as we welcome others to
follow the man, Jesus.

FALL 2022
A VISION FOR CAMPUS MINISTRY



To live for Jesus, to fall in love with the Catholic faith, and to experience a community that is alive, vibrant, and
shares the joy of friendship and formation is what we offer them. The choice is theirs. The Catholic Bearcat team
and I know and believe that this is the greatest life there is. We invite the students to make this choice every day,
on and off campus. With every "yes" we celebrate and for every "no" we get down on our knees and pray, because
this decision changes everything.

We want nothing more than for every person on the campus of the University of Cincinnati to choose the
Catholic Church, and to radically live for Jesus Christ and Him alone. We see students struggle with this
decision everyday and we feel honored to be there for them wherever they're at in this process and simply hope
to offer opportunities to them that move in this direction.

So here I invite you to pray for us, to understand the urgency of what we do and our fundamental need for
people like you. People who understand the mission. Without prayer we are nothing, and what we do goes
nowhere. Jesus hears us and the Holy Spirit provides for us and because of that lives are changed. Yet, what we
do comes with a cost: emotionally, spiritually, and financially. I ask you to prayerfully consider being on mission
with us by becoming one of our monthly givers. To commit to offering a sacrifice and partnering with us at $10,
$25, $50, or $75 a month. This would bless us with ABUNDANCE. As a recurring giver, you will receive monthly
email updates that include GLORY stories from campus and other ministry updates. To give, please use the
envelope included or visit us at catholicbearcat.com/give.  Thank you to all of our donors and prayer warriors.
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PARTNER WITH US

Life is full of decisions. Do I want to go for a run or would I rather take a
nap? Am I going to read my book or just watch a show? Do I order a salad
or a massive burger? I know what I would choose…bacon cheeseburger all
the way. We recognize that all the students here at the University of
Cincinnati are here by choice. How they arrived at that decision is unique
to each and every one of them and is an intimate part of their story. We
here at Catholic Bearcat love to hear the stories of our people, and yet we
don’t stop there. We place before them a question, "How are you going to
live these next 4 or 5 years?" Not to be dramatic, but their decision will
shape the next 50 or 70 years of their lives. 

Who you are and what you do makes all the difference for the Bearcat Kingdom!!! 

http://catholicbearcat.com/give



